[AUTHORIZED TRANSLATION FROM PERSIAN]

Naw-Ruz 2013

To the followers of Baha’u’llah in Iran

With hearts brimming with love and affection, we send our warmest greetings to you,
beloved friends, and to all the noble people of Iran on the occasion of the festival of Naw-Ruz.
The month of ‘Ala—the blessed days of the Fast and the grace-filled period of spiritual
renewal—has come to an end, the cold and bitter winter has passed, and the month of Baha—
the beginning of the fresh and vivifying season of spring—has arrived. This transformation in
the world of nature is a reminder of the coming of the heavenly springtide, a season that began
with the dawning of the Cause of the Exalted One, the Forerunner and the Herald of spiritual
revival in this radiant age, and the appearance of Baha’u’llah, the universal Manifestation of
God and the Founder of a new world civilization. Just as the world of nature becomes sweet
scented and fragrant through the breezes of spring and barren fields bloom anew and grow
verdant, so does the celestial power emanating from the quickening breezes of this divine
springtime bestow new life on the world of being and prepare it for wondrous progress, both
material and spiritual. The effects of the creative and transformative power of this spiritual
spring are far reaching; they portend the coming of age of humanity and lead peoples and
nations towards a world characterized by unity in diversity. Happy are you, chosen ones of
God, for you are illumined by the light of faith, are adorned with heavenly characters, are
striving to contribute to this transformation in the world of humanity, and are willing to make
every sacrifice to aid in the establishment of a civilization that is neither of the East nor of the
West. You are among the hosts of the Kingdom of God; you are the servants of the world of
humanity who have shone forth like burnished gold in the fire of ordeals and have not been
silenced in times of tests. We offer supplications in the Holy Shrines on your behalf.

[signed: The Universal House of Justice]



