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UK Universal House of Justice Messages

To All National Spiritual Assemblies
27 June 2013

With shattered hearts, we have received news of the destruction of the Most Great House—the House of Baha'u’llah

in Baghdad. While the precise circumstances attending this outrageous violation are as yet unclear, its immediate
consequence is without doubt, and must be emphatically stated: The peoples of the world have been robbed of a sanctuary
of incalculable sacredness.

So deplorable an act, coming on the eve of the unprecedented worldwide convocation of Baha’u’llah’s young followers
and their friends, calls to mind that mysterious interplay of crisis and victory through which His indestructible, irrepressible,
inexorable purpose will finally be consummated.

We supplicate the Blessed Beauty to confer upon His faithful followers throughout the world fortitude and resolve in the face
of this grievous blow. More information will be provided as it becomes available.

The Universal House of Justice

To the Baha’is of the World
17 July 2013
Dearly loved Friends,

A century and a half ago, Baha'u’llah departed His House in Baghdad for the Najibiyyih Garden, where He would, for the first
time, openly disclose His prophetic mission. He left behind Him an edifice of surpassing sacredness that had sheltered Him
for seven years. This sanctified residence, to which the Blessed Beauty would never return, was styled by Him the "Most
Great House"; designated, along with the House of the Bab in Shiraz, as the place of Bahd’i pilgrimage; and addressed, by
the Supreme Pen, in these stirring words:

| testify that thou art the scene of His transcendent glory,

His most holy habitation. Out of thee hath gone forth the Breath of
the All-Glorious, a Breath that hath breathed over all created
things, and filled with joy the breasts of the devout that dwell in

the mansions of Paradise.

Yet, in His own lifetime, the House in Baghdad was subjected to mistreatment, and ownership of the building was
temporarily wrested from His followers. Baha’u’llah foretold, in poignant terms, the further degradation that would befall His
House.

This is not the first humiliation inflicted upon My House. In days
gone by the hand of the oppressor hath heaped indignities upon it.
Verily, it shall be so abased in the days to come as to cause tears
to flow from every discerning eye. Thus have We unfolded to thee
things hidden beyond the veil, inscrutable to all save God, the
Almighty, the All-Praised.

Events over the last one hundred and fifty years have borne out that to which Baha’u’llah had thus alluded. The House in
Baghdad was acquired for His use about twenty-five years after its construction, which is thought to have occurred in 1830.
By the early 1900s, it had fallen into total disrepair. When conditions were propitious, 'Abdu’l-Baha arranged for it to be fully
rebuilt, from the foundation upwards. As this work was nearing completion, efforts to seize the building by those opposing
the Faith intensified, culminating in a wholly spurious claim to ownership that was unjustly endorsed by the courts. Again,
the Most Great House was taken from the Baha'is.

Over the years that followed, successive attempts were made by the believers, under the direction of Shoghi Effendi, to
regain control of the property. The case was eventually taken up by the League of Nations, which plainly condemned the
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injustice done to the Bah&’i community, but even this brought about no redress. However, the confiscation of the Blessed
House and the response of the friends did lead to another significant development, as Shoghi Effendi recounts in "God
Passes By":

Suffice it to say that, despite these interminable delays,

protests and evasions, and the manifest failure of the Authorities
concerned to implement the recommendations made by both the Council
of the League and the Permanent Mandates Commission, the publicity
achieved for the Faith by this memorable litigation, and the defence

of its cause--the cause of truth and justice--by the world's highest
tribunal, have been such as to excite the wonder of its friends

and to fill with consternation its enemies.

Now is not the occasion to delve into the details of this "memorabile litigation", but an extensive description has been set
down by the Guardian in his peerless account of the first Baha'i century. We add only that, since that time, the Most Great
House has not been in the possession of the Bah&’is, having been turned into a Shi'ah religious endowment instead.

Owing to the highly delicate situation in Iraq over the last tumultuous decade, it was not possible for the friends to press their
claim to this sacred property. Nevertheless, the institutions of the Faith in that country and individual believers remained
vigilant regarding any developments bearing on the security of the Most Great House and took whatever measures were
open to them to promote its protection and preservation. Iragis themselves, although not generally aware of the special
significance with which the property had been invested by Baha’u’llah, were not oblivious to its historical and architectural
value. Only a year ago, the Department of Antiquities had published, in the official gazette of the government, a decree
intended to guarantee the building against any action that might damage it, a decree that carried with it the force of the law.
Indeed, as far back as the early 1980s the authorities had recognized the House to be a fine example of period architecture
in Iraq, still in good condition, and had designated it as a heritage site.

S

Thus, it was with utter shock and desolating grief that the Baha’is in Baghdad discovered on 26 June that the "most holy
habitation" of Baha'u’llah had been razed almost to the ground to make way for the construction of a mosque. It has now
been confirmed that the work was undertaken without a legal permit. The destruction of the property, it emerges, had been
planned for some time, but the largest part of the operation was carried out over just three days and nights, from 24 to 26
June, using heavy machinery. We understand that the Department of Antiquities, which had previously been preparing

to renovate the property, is already taking steps to establish precisely what led to the demolition, to attempt to halt any
construction on the same spot, and to bring to account those responsible.

In the world at large, it has become all too familiar for a blow of this severity, dealt to a hallowed site, to provoke an
aggressive response. The Bahd'is of Iraq, trained by the hand of the Abh& Beauty, will of course remain the embodiments of
kindness and forbearance, hopeful of a just outcome. They are under no illusion as to the magnitude of the loss which they,
on behalf of the worldwide Baha'’i community and beyond, are being forced to bear. But their eagerness to render service
to their society will not be diminished by this calamity, nor will they be any less conscious of the pressing need for the whole
of humanity to be acquainted with Baha'u’llah's teachings. On the contrary. To gain insight into what the Most Great House
truly stands for-- indeed, to understand better the transcendent meaning of pilgrimage to that holy edifice--one need only
observe the response of Baha'u’llah's followers throughout the world to its destruction: high-mindedness, serenity, trust

in God. Their primary focus is on opening the hearts to the implications of the message of the Blessed Beauty; events in
Baghdad will only serve to heighten the sense of urgency with which this work is undertaken. At this time when the series of
youth conferences, now commencing, is about to propel forward the current stage in the unfoldment of the Divine Plan, we
beseech the Almighty to graciously bestow upon the friends everywhere fortified resolve.

Baha'u’llah foresaw that the Most Great House would be subjected to terrible indignities, but He also stated that, no matter
what adversities might arise, the Cause was divinely protected. Let every believer take heart. In a moving apostrophe
addressed to that House, the Ancient Beauty asserted: "God hath, in the world of creation, adorned thee with the jewel of His
remembrance. Such an ornament no man can, at any time, profane." He gave a promise, too, that, notwithstanding all that
would befall the Blessed House, the future glory of that sanctified place was assured: "In the fullness of time, the Lord shall,
by the power of truth, exalt it in the eyes of all men. He shall cause it to become the Standard of His Kingdom, the Shrine
round which will circle the concourse of the faithful."

[signed: The Universal House of Justice]

Baha’u’llah's house in Baghdad
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1 July 2013
To the participants in the forthcoming 114 youth conferences throughout the world
Dearly loved Friends,

When the exalted figure of the Bab, aged just twenty-five, arose to deliver His revolutionizing message to the world, many
among those who accepted and spread His teachings were young, even younger than the Bab Himself. Their heroism,
immortalized in all its dazzling intensity in The Dawn-Breakers, will illumine the annals of human history for centuries to
come. Thus began a pattern in which every generation of youth, drawing inspiration from the same divine impulse to cast the
world anew, has seized the opportunity to contribute to the latest stage in the unfolding process that is to transform the life of
humankind. It is a pattern that has suffered no interruption from the time of the Bab to this present hour.

The lifelong exertion and sacrifice of your spiritual forebears did much to establish the Faith in diverse lands and to hasten
the appearance of a global community of purpose. Though the tasks that lie before you are not the same as theirs, the
responsibilities with which you are entrusted are no less vital. After many a decade, the world-embracing labours of this
far-flung community to obtain a more adequate understanding of the Revelation of Baha'u'llah and to apply the principles it
enshrines have culminated in the emergence of a potent framework for action, refined through experience. You are fortunate
to be familiar with its methods and approaches now so well established. Through perseverance in their implementation,
many of you will already have seen for yourselves signs of the society-building power of the divine teachings. At the
conference you attend, you are being invited to consider the contribution that can be made by any young person who
wishes to answer Baha'u'llah's summons and help to release that power. To assist you, a number of themes have been
identified for you to explore, beginning with looking at your current time of life.

Across the world are to be gathered, in scores of youth conferences sharing the same aim, tens of thousands who have
much in common. Although your realities are shaped by a broad diversity of circumstances, yet a desire to bring about
constructive change and a capacity for meaningful service, both characteristic of your stage of life, are neither limited to any
race or nationality, nor dependent upon material means. This bright period of youth you share is experienced by all—but it
is brief, and buffeted by numerous social forces. How important it is, then, to strive to be among those who, in the words of
'Abdu'l-Baha, "plucked the fruit of life".

With this in mind, we are delighted that so many of you are already engaged in service by conducting community-building
activities, as well as by organizing, coordinating, or otherwise administering the efforts of others; in all of these endeavours
you are taking an increasing level of responsibility upon your shoulders. Not surprisingly, it is your age group that is gaining
the most experience at aiding junior youth, and children too, with their moral and spiritual development, fostering in them
capacity for collective service and true friendship. After all, aware of the world which these young souls will need to navigate,
with its pitfalls and also its opportunities, you readily appreciate the importance of spiritual strengthening and preparation.
Conscious, as you are, that Baha'u’llah came to transform both the inner life and external conditions of humanity, you are
assisting those younger than yourselves to refine their characters and prepare to assume responsibility for the well-being

of their communities. As they enter adolescence, you are helping them to enhance their power of expression, as well as
enabling a strong moral sensibility to take root within them. In so doing, your own sense of purpose is becoming more
clearly defined as you heed Baha'u'llah's injunction: "Let deeds, not words, be your adorning."

To follow a path of service, whatever form one's activity assumes, requires faith and tenacity. In this connection, the benefit
of walking that path in the company of others is immense. Loving fellowship, mutual encouragement, and willingness to
learn together are natural properties of any group of youth sincerely striving for the same ends, and should also characterize
those essential relationships that bind together the components of society. Given this, we hope the bonds you develop
through association with other conference participants will prove abiding. Indeed, long after the gatherings close, may these
ties of friendship and common calling help keep your feet firm.

The possibilities presented by collective action are especially evident in the work of community building, a process that is
gaining momentum in many a cluster and in neighbourhoods and villages throughout the world that have become centres
of intense activity. Youth are often at the forefront of the work in these settings—not only Baha'i youth, but those of like mind
who can see the positive effects of what the Bah@'is have initiated and grasp the underlying vision of unity and spiritual
transformation. In such places, the imperative to share the Revelation of Baha'u'llah with receptive hearts and explore the
implications of His message for today's world is keenly felt. When so much of society invites passivity and apathy or, worse
still, encourages behaviour harmful to oneself and others, a conspicuous contrast is offered by those who are enhancing the
capacity of a population to cultivate and sustain a spiritually enriching pattern of community life.

UK Universal House of Justice Messages

Yet, although many admire your dynamism and ideals, the true significance of these endeavours is less apparent to the
world at large. You, however, are aware of your part in a mighty, transforming process that will yield, in time, a global
civilization reflecting the oneness of humankind. You know well that the habits of mind and spirit that you are nurturing in
yourselves and others will endure, influencing decisions of consequence that relate to marriage, family, study, work, even
where to live. Consciousness of this broad context helps to shatter the distorting looking glass in which everyday tests,
difficulties, setbacks, and misunderstandings can seem insurmountable. And in the struggles that are common to each
individual's spiritual growth, the will required to make progress is more easily summoned when one's energies are being
channelled towards a higher goal—the more so when one belongs to a community that is united in that goal.

All these thoughts are openings to an inclusive and ever-expanding conversation that will extend through the conferences
and well beyond them as you engage many others in earnest discussions that lift the heart and awaken the mind to

the possibilities of what could be. Drawing upon your collective experience will further enrich your deliberations. At this
propitious time, our hearts will be with you, and as each conference concludes, we will eagerly look to see what will follow.
For every gathering we will entreat the Almighty to bestow upon its participants a measure of His boundless grace, knowing,
as you do, that divine assistance is promised to all those who arise to serve humankind in response to the galvanizing call of
Baha'u'llah.

The Universal House of Justice

The National Assembly in a covering letter commented “we commend it [this message] for study by all, and ask that the friends everywhere consider this
message and its implications for their own services to the Cause.”

profound portrayal of the advancement of the common

g M4 good through collaborative endeavours. Motivated
Hu_ququ uah for Ireland and the by a genuine concern for the welfare of others which
United Kingdom derives from the love of Bah&'u'llah, observance of the
................................................................................... . law of Hqu'Jqu’IIéh provides the means to hasten the
realization of this universal aspiration to ensure the well-
being of all mankind.

Regional Board of Trustees of

..’/Abdu’l-Bahé’s assertion that the ‘basic principle on
which the institution of Huququ’llah is established’ lies
within the combined vision of ‘cooperation, mutual
aid and reciprocity’ offers a glimpse of the oceans

of wisdom and the fountains of hope implicit in this

(Excerpt from a letter written by the International Board
of Trustees of Huququ’llah to a National Spiritual
Assembly)
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Youth Conferences

Reflections on
Youth Conferences

A youth shared a rap that he wrote which
conveyed his love and gratitude for the
spiritual empowerment program and for
those serving as animators throughout the
world, was accompanied by guitar and
energized and rejuvenated the entire room.
The words that made up his chorus were
on everyone's mind and could be heard on
the lips of virtually every participant during
break and meal-time.

"They were animators,
they were excellent motivators.
They showed humility
and radiated energy!"

- Durham NC, USA

“Understanding the power of collective action in contributing to change in a community
“The more people that you have, the stronger you are. The more hands you have, the

lighter the work is.” - Boston, USA

‘I feel so blessed to respond to the call of the Universal House of Justice... I am so
happy to be able to attend [this conferencel.” - Papua New Guinea

‘T had thought before about how
friendship assists me or the other
person, but I had never thought about
how friendship impacts the community
around us and contributes to society.” -
Toronto

“A lot of our efforts are about unity. Our group in the Bahamas has some Bah@’is and
some Christians, but if you didn’t point them out you wouldn’t see the difference. As we go
around offering service we bring more people in. | guess the service is bringing unity.”

"A lot of people here may now think, ‘Oh, pity that the conference is over, I wish it
could last longer.” On the contrary, it is not over. I think that it is the beginning of the
path of service to be walked. It is beautiful to see this! Such a large group of youth,
with the same purpose, and thirsty for change.” - Canoas Brazil

“I have done service projects before, so

| thought | had seen it all. | wondered,
‘What’s in it for me?’ But | learned the
meaning of service for the first time—it’s
not about the act but about building a new
civilization.” - Boston, USA

“we have the necessary maturity to understand the vision of Baha'u'llah of a spiritually

and materially prosperous world, and to understand that serving humanity is serving God.

When we work for the well-being of society we grow as individuals.” - Costa Rica

“Being here has been one of the best decisions | have ever made. Listening to how much
people want to make a change in the world has inspired me to do my part and start my
journey towards serving younger youth in my neighbourhood.” - Auckland

“Let us hold hands with the other youth
and show them that there is light at

the end of the tunnel.” - Aguascalientes
Mexico

“We are not alone; there are plenty of
friends who can help and a very beautiful
community that is like a family, ready to
help us.” - Paris

“When I return home, I'm going to share
what I've learnt here with my friends
and tell them that they can contribute to
change. I'm going to encourage them to
move forward with their noble goals.” -
Madrid

“What is amazing is that I realized that
at this conference there are almost
1,000 people who are working together,
consulting together, discussing and
sharing ideas and learning together, and
together we can unlock their potential
and help so many youth realize their
capacity to make a difference.” - Toronto

National Convention

To The National Spiritual Assembly of
the Bah@’is of the United Kingdom

14 June 2013

The sentiments of faith and devotion
expressed in the message from your
National Convention touched our
hearts. May the insights absorbed by
the delegates during that gathering
give impetus to the teaching work in
your country over the coming months.
And, as you mark the passing of a

full century since the Master’s final
departure from your shores, may His
shining example of unconditional love
and benevolence continue to inspire
every action rendered in service. You
may be assured that we will beseech
Bah&’u’llah to cast the glances of His
divine favour upon the believers in
every part of the United Kingdom.

The Universal House of Justice

Glimpses
from National
Convention

Convention flowed beautifully and
was permeated with a sense of love
and joy among the friends who
gathered from all corners of the

UK to witness the election of the
National Spiritual Assembly. Serious
consultation including insightful
stories shared from international
convention and valuable contributions
from Counsellor Shirin Fozdar Forudi
were occasionally punctured with
light hearted humour from the able
chairman. Outside the hall were
convention took place, there were
lots of socializing and laughter,
informal meetings and consultations,
stalls and many volunteers serving in
different capacities.

As an observer attending national
convention one of my most memorable
moments was my brief but touching
encounters with some of the youth
who attended - just passing by to

say hello and catch up or asking a
question and getting such helpful

and polite responses made me feel

very confident that the future of

our Faith lies in such capable and
exemplary hands. Alongside delegate
consultations children, junior youth
and youth had their own programmes
and they were able to show case

this at the end of Convention clearly
demonstrating the efficacy of the
training institute process.

One of the highlights of the
consultations was the upcoming youth
conference and the recognition that
everyone has a role to play to enable
youth to attend, even in communities
where there are few or no youth, yet.

Inspired by viewing the DVD Frontiers
of Learning giving a vision of what
growth looks like in clusters in Canada,
Colombia, India and Democratic
Republic of Congo, consultations were
focused on applying the learning to our
own clusters in the UK.

The UK National Convention was such
a precious moment for us personally
as it brought back memories of
significant international events that
we, as former volunteers at the Baha'i
World Centre, were privileged to
witness. As my husband and | stepped
into the lobby of the hotel to register,
those memories started to envelop

us as we witnessed diverse people
coming in, so connected and united

in their thoughts and vision, and with

genuine love emanating from each
one of them. We never expected to
experience this feeling again after
leaving the Baha'i World Centre. The
consultations were indeed moving and
as the delegates discuss the affairs of
the Faith at a high level, | thought to
myself that it was indeed a “serious
business”. Another highlight was

the election that was done in a very
spiritual atmosphere as delegates
reverently and prayerfully cast their
ballots. The moment was a complete
silence, a manifestation of the respect
the friends place on the sacredness
of the Bah@'’i election. One can only
wonder in amazement, how is it
possible that an election in such a spirit
of humility, non-partisanship, and with
no electioneering can actually exist in
this world?

The dedication of the volunteers and
the participation of the children, junior
youth and youth were truly admirable.
How sweet was it for the children to
prepare the ballot box.

Every moment of the event was
impressive and we look forward to the
next onel!
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As a delegate, the Convention feels almost like the
culmination of several months of reflection, preparation and
prayer. Not long after the Unit Convention, messages from
the National Spiritual Assembly arrive, including an invitation
to delegate training. Training that is both truly beneficial and
a great blessing, for it is here that you have the opportunity
to meet with some of the other delegates for the first time
and really learn, or refresh your learning together, regarding
the responsibilities inherent in the role ahead. A role that
includes both the responsibility of the election, and also of
consulting together with the outgoing NSA and Counsellor

UK National Convention

about various important topics including, the process of

the Five Year Plan and its remaining years ahead. Then

as the convention moves closer we receive and read the
Annual Report, Ridvan Message and this year we were

also blessed with a message from the Universal House of
Justice addressed to delegates to National Conventions.
Once here, it is such a joy to have this opportunity to learn
together with those from all over the country and to put local
activities into a more national and International context. The
election itself is truly inspiring. As the voting occurs, not only
do you feel the benefit of the initial prayers said, but also
those being said around you from all the silent observers in
the room, reminding me of the sacredness of a seemingly
administrative process.

UK Stories

Mothers in Mumbai

We moved to Mumbai, India some
months ago, and like all moves
involving a new culture, it has been an
exhilarating process with a great deal
of learning. Mumbai, perhaps more so
than most modern cosmopolitan cities,
suffers from extremes of wealth and
poverty. The world's most expensive
home - Antilla - a 27 story high-rise
built for a family of four and which cost
$1.8 billion to construct sits alongside
South East Asia's largest Slum -
Dharavi - where 1 million people live in
1 square mile. Strikingly in this city of
contrasts there appears to be a general
sense of indifference and apathy
towards the many obvious injustices
people face in their daily lives.

This experience has opened up a
space for me to try and understand
what the Supreme Body means

by "veritable friendships." As we've
enrolled our son Sean in a reputable
play school, I've had the opportunity
to meet other mothers and children

...the Baha'i Faith

does not discriminate
against any religion

or people. All are
welcome to join in and
embrace the Faith. The
Bahad'i Faith teaches
you how to walk on

a spiritual path in a
practical way.

I feel that the Baha'i teachings help in the cleansing of
ones soul and guide the person to live their lives to the

fullest.

and form new friendships. As |

meet and converse with these new
friends, | regularly reflect on whether
my conversations have been a
proclamation of the Faith or a more
meaningful dialogue. What seems
to be most important is that hearts
become connected through joyous
reciprocal communication.

While the kids are at playschool, the
mums have time to grab a coffee. After
the first couple of weeks of coffee and
chit chat, | did wonder, if there were
more constructive ways to spend our
time together. | was keen not to be the
first to suggest this as | was still very
new to the city and wanted to learn
about the general culture and interests
of my new friends.

| asked a few dear friends in London to
pray for me to have spiritual strength
and courage. One friend prayed so
sincerely that she had a spiritual dream
about me on the very morning that all 4
of the mothers | had invited, responded
positively to participate in a spiritual
parenting course called "Reflections

on the life of the Spirit." The purpose

of the course would be to develop our
inner qualities and spiritual habits so
that we can contribute constructively
to the spiritual development of our
children and families. We have begun
book 1 and occasionally learn relevant
songs from book 3.

This is just the beginning of a process
which | hope will lead to enduring
friendships, as well as drawing closer
to Baha'u'llah.

Below are some of the experiences
from the participants of our book 1:

From my study of “Reflections on the
Life of the Spirit” | have understood
that the Baha'i Faith does not
discriminate against any religion or
people. All are welcome to join in
and embrace the Faith. The Bah&’i
Faith teaches you how to walk on a

spiritual path in a practical way. The
interesting question and answer format
in the work-book helps a participatory
learning process in which our entire
group is developing its understanding
of how our daily actions impact us and
society. Our tutor is not a teacher in the
traditional sense, she assists the group
to come to their own understanding
and gain their own perspectives. | am
really thankful to her for introducing
me to this beautiful spiritual path of life.
And last but not least, when | heard the
prayer, “O God refresh and gladden
my spirit”... “Hey Ishwar mari atama
koh”... in Hindi, | was transported to
another realm, where | felt calmness
descend over me. Every word of the
prayer seemed to make the cells in

my body vibrate with blissful energy.
There was a unique feeling within me
of being completely connected to a
powerful Divine energy, which cradled
me in a secure cocoon of love. | felt
close to God! My plan is to memorize
the prayer. - Dimple

In the last couple of months | have
been taking part in an informal group
that is focusing on an induction to
Baha'i Writings. The group is made
up of 5 friends from different religious
backgrounds. During these informal
gatherings we discuss the true
meanings of statements from the
book and their impact on our lives.
Everyone is encouraged to express
their own views on the statements. |
found the teachings inspirational and
motivational at the same time. My
favourite quote "Truthfulness is the
foundation of all human virtues" will
stay in my memory for a long time. |
believe we cannot grow as individuals
or as a society if we are not truthful. |
find these gatherings spiritually and
morally enriching. - Isobella

The Bah&’i Faith was introduced to me
more than a month ago. What | really

liked about the Bahd'i teachings is that
it focuses on simple everyday aspects
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Stories

of our lives and guides us to the path
of redemption and salvation. It is more
spiritual and believable. It focuses on
ones virtues and teaches one to be a
better person by encouraging us to
have stronger thoughts of love than
hate, to be honest, to not back bite and
not think bad of others. | feel that the
Baha’i teachings help in the cleansing
of ones soul and guide the person to
live their lives to the fullest. - Rakhi

Having begun the study of this book, it
has made my life more simple. There is
so much cut-throat competition in our
day to day lives and this prevents us
from stepping back and analyzing what
one must and must not do. It is easy

to get caught up thinking about how
unfair and complicated life is. However
after studying this book one realizes
that the key to happiness and salvation
is simple. It requires courage to reflect
on and analyze our wrong doings

and then refuse to repeat them. | am
grateful to have been introduced to
such a meaningful and thoughtful way
of life. - Alka

Youth in Latvia

Greetings from Latvia! In 2011, the
Universal House of Justice approved
a ‘special’ and ‘historic’ initiative in
the Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania). The focus is to strengthen
the institute process with a particular
emphasis on developing the junior
youth programme.

What an amazing two years it has
been! Full of crisis and victory. We are
constantly reminded of the spiritual
forces that are aiding our efforts as
well as the constant need to refine our
characters. Our team has been eager
to learn how to begin book one with
our friends and one story comes to
mind especially.

Dinner is a great way to connect
friends we have discovered. One
evening we had invited friends to come
and cook and eat together. We had
planned to start book one later in the
evening with two friends. Starting book
one was a goal our team had made for
the month and we were very excited.
As the evening went on, we realised

we had doubled booked. Five friends
with plates of spaghetti sat in the living
room with smiles on their faces while
we thought about how to introduce
the institute process. We had only
planned to have a small study circle
with two friends! When dinner was
over we decided to introduce to the
idea of starting book one. All agreed
to start that very evening. We joyfully
went through section one in Russian
and English while the participants
mostly aged around 18, shared their
understanding of the quotes. After the
session, all hearts were on fire.

“What are you doing next week?”
asked one friend excitedly.

“We’re attending an institute camp in a
different country. We’ll be away.”

“Can | come?” she asked immediately.
“Of course!” we replied.

“But, | only want to come if | can help
in some way,” she added.

A week later, our friend, who had heard
about the Faith just weeks before was
fully participating in consultations and
planning for the seminar. She was
helping with the children’s programme
and preparing a big hall for our Naw-
RUz celebrations.

“Let’s set up a children’s class or junior

youth class.” she said before she left
the seminar.

It reminds me of this passage from the
February 8 Message of the Universal
House of Justice.

“We are struck, too, by the number

of youth who, after only a brief
association with the Bah&'i community,
commit themselves to meaningful acts
of service and quickly discover their
affinity with the Faith's community-
building endeavour.”

Why [ became a Baha'i

| first heard about the Baha'i Faith
about two years ago from a very good
friend. | was a little wary when invited
to come along to a meeting but finally
agreed to go to an evening at her
home where | understood there were
going to be some young people, with
the possibility of some music.

Having been brought up in a Church
of England household | had became

a little disillusioned, but was still
searching. It seemed to me that all
faiths were essentially saying the same
thing. Why could they not agree?

| started going to weekly devotional
meetings, and | count myself very
blessed indeed, as these meetings
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“The diversity in the
human family should
be the cause of love
and harmony, as it is
in music where many
different notes blend
together in the making
of a perfect chord”

were held at the home of a long
established Baha’i family, with plenty
of knowledge to satisfy my curiosity
about the Faith.

What | saw was a place where
everyone was accepted and valued,
where there was unconditional
acceptance and where one was
encouraged to bring out one’s own
unique talents within the framework

of the faith. | saw this in the young
people on that first evening when

they produced a roll of wall paper

and simply and effectively told about
the progressive revelations of the
manifestation’s of God, the latest being
Baha’u’llah. How it all slotted into place
and made so much sense. | was also
so impressed at how the young people
were able to make the presentation
with confidence and respect, but

with no evidence of ego. | remember
thinking that night: if all the people

in the world were like these young
people, then | would have no fear of
getting old.

At my first Summer school in Wales
this year | got out of the car and people
who | had never seen before welcomed
me with such generosity. | again felt
such love. When | learned there were
Baha’i communities all over the world,

| felt | could go anywhere and find a
friend.

Before committing to the faith | wanted
to know the implications. All the basic
principals made sense — all people
living in peace, equality of all, being
encouraged to question and think for
oneself, education for everybody. It all
seemed right.

| committed to this path as | had no
doubt it was right to do so, and it
seemed a very natural progression to
become a Bahd'i. | am not sure where
the path will lead me. Loving music, |
would like the last words to come from
‘Abdu’l-Baha:

“The diversity in the human family
should be the cause of love and
harmony, as it is in music where many
different notes blend together in the
making of a perfect chord”.*

*Taken from Horizon of the Unseen. Visual
Reflections on Spiritual Themes. 2nd edition.
Compiled by Corinne Randall. Intellect

Baha'i Classes in Norfolk
Prison

A hundred years after ’Abdu’l-Baha
visited Wandsworth prison and wrote,
“the greatest prison is the prison of
self” in their visitors book, inmates

in a Norfolk prison have begun
studying the Writings of the Faith. This
opportunity came about following

the appointment of David Burgess

as a chaplain within the jail. With no
model to work from David decided to
hold a weekly multi-faith group with

a small group of inmates. Together
they looked at virtues and discussed
the various ideas that people related

to them. Over the following weeks
interest grew in hearing about the
Bah&’i Faith and, using Anna’s
presentation as a starting point, David
was able to explain and inform inmates
about Baha'u’llah, ‘Abdu’l-Bah& and
the Faith. When another inmate who
became a member of the Faith whilst in
custody over a decade ago, transferred
to the prison, it was felt that a separate
class to study the Writings of the Faith
would be beneficial to those inmates
who had declared an interest.

It is still early days and the group

is small but there are plans to work
through Book 1 as a means of
progressing. As there are no hard and
fast rules for promoting the Faith within
a custodial setting the coming period
will be a very interesting and exciting
time.

This is just the latest activity used to

promote the Faith amongst those
within custody in the UK. There is still
plenty of scope to develop activities
that share the Faith with offenders
across the country. If you have any
ideas that you feel would bring the
Faith into your local prison, now would
be a good time to bring them to the
fore.

Is it ever possible’ they ask ‘for
copper to be transmuted into gold?’
Say, Yes, by My Lord, it is possible.”
(Gleanings XCVII)

pUcoD Dm0 ODCWRE
giopo oo oofo

Bure Prison, Norwich

Stories Relating
to Children's
Classes

Barnes — A Children's
Class Dedicated to Serving
their Neighbourhood

Our ‘Riverview Rangers’ children’s
class is a fledgling group of four
children aged ten, and the current
manifestation of an on-going effort to
offer my son Tom and his friends from
school, a regular spiritual and moral
Baha'i class held in our home, a flat in
a quiet street in north Barnes, London.
Children have come and gone, and
the current group of four have been
together for about a year, two of them
having covered most of Grade 1, some
of Grade 2 and 3 of the Ruhi children’s
programme.

Having completed a lesson on each
of the Manifestations of God, and
developed some understanding of
the purpose of these Messengers, we
then revisited the lessons of Grade 2
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with a renewed sense of purpose of
how we can put them in practise. It
seemed a natural step to look for ways
in which to serve the neighbourhood.
We began by taking a walk outside

to see what was needed, noticing the
rubbish scattered by the foxes opening
rubbish bags, the first job was clear.
Then we visited neighbours, offering
to take their recycling out. Walking
dogs, picking up cigarette butts,
helping to clear an alleyway, cleaning
and polishing shoes and furniture,
weeding a garden, inviting neighbours
to tea and making home-made cakes,
sharing memorised poems and songs,
are some of the small tasks they have
enthusiastically done. Through these
little jobs and activities they have made
friends and other opportunities have
come to light.

After finishing the lessons on
friendship, we thought of a way

to deepen bonds of friendship

with younger children in the
neighbourhood, through sharing
books and reading. Knowing the
neighbourhood a little by now they
identified little ones, that they could
visit and spend a half hour after their
class to share a book and read to
them. This has enabled us to reflect
upon the sort of stories they want
to share and the qualities of Grade

1 that will aid them to deepen their
friendships. It is perhaps a glimpse
of how the young in a community,

by studying together and reflecting
upon words that ennoble and
empower, can take steps so naturally
to build friendship and unity in a
neighbourhood.

For more information, please contact
Julia at juliahaviland@yahoo.com

Camberwell — A
Children's Class Starts in a
Neighbourhood

The children's class started in
Camberwell in October 2012. It was an
exciting time, those involved reached
out to the local area by knocking on
doors and inviting children to join

a class on virtues organised by the
Baha’i community. Following this
outreach, the teachers established a
fortnightly children's class with nine
children from the local area regularly
attending.

The challenges faced by the teachers
was to deliver the classes in an
effective manner so the children truly
understood what was being shared
and that they were engaging in the
lessons. By reflecting on the structure
and the delivery of the lessons, the
teachers have been learning about
effectively planning and teaching the
classes.

Seven months on, the teachers are
developing beautiful relationships with
the children. They see each child as
unique individuals who are sweet,
affectionate and are responding well
to the classes. Now the teachers are
thinking about exploring with the
children how they are applying the
virtues in their daily life.

The next step is to visit the parents with
elevated conversations to discuss the
classes, the virtues their children are
showing and how this is transforming
their lives. It is also an opportunity

to see how the families wish to be
involved in the activities.

It is an exciting time in this
neighbourhood and the children are

Stories

enthusiastic and committed to the
class.

For more information, please contact
Claudius at dinhobahai@hotmail.com
or Mara at mara.luciano9@gmail.com

Barnet — Two Young Men
Build Confidence for Service
as Children's Class Teachers

Michael and | started the children's
class in autumn last year with two
kids - neither of us had really taught
children's classes over a sustained
period before, so we went into it not
really knowing what to expect. It was
daunting in many respects - | lost
sleep over questions of "how do you
explain the person of ‘Abdu'l-Baha

to a five year old child?", "who am |
to teach children - surely someone
who is actually good with kids should
be doing this?" and "who on earth is
'Pepper Pig' - and what have you done
with Pingu?"

Once the palm-shaped mark on my
forehead had faded, | realised the
purpose of the class — to help each
child develop their spiritual qualities
and their capacities for serving
humanity- and if they couldn't repeat
what we had memorised weeks ago,
that's not to be taken as a sign of
failure.

The second thing | learned is that these
kids are like little sponges - they soak
up everything Mike and | may do - from
what we say to the way Michael styles
his hair. Teaching children, therefore, is
as much the way you behave as what
you say. Realising this was like passing
my driving test - it helped us develop a
rapport with the kids, for me to let them
know where the boundaries are, and
even - dare | say it - to get them to do
what we wanted them to do.

Without the patience of our children’s
class coordinator who accompanied
us through this process, it wouldn't
have been possible to learn any

of the above. Gaining confidence
requires endless patience from the
person who is helping you - the
person accompanying may not
realise what you need to learn to
gain confidence - but the fact they're

I realised the purpose
of the class — to help
each child develop
their spiritual qualities
and their capacities for
serving humanity

always there supporting is reassuring.
Our coordinator was also able to see
capacity within Mike and I, and was
not put off by our slightly ad-hoc and
disorganised approach to the classes.
Now we're focusing on growing the
class and developing new relationships
with parents.

One final point - the boys learn best
when quotes are put to music.

For more information, please contact
Ramez at: ramez.krishnan@gmail.com

Hackney — Outreach for a
Junior Youth Group Results
in a Children'’s Class

During the initial phase of our efforts
to start a junior youth group in one
of the estates in Hackney, we were
fortunate to meet a number of junior
youth and children in a short space
of time. We were joyfully amazed by
their excitement and enthusiasm at
the prospect of a group which would
assist them in becoming spiritually
empowered to contribute to the
betterment of their community.

As we began to hold a junior youth
group in a community hall in the estate,
our hearts broke a little every time we
had to tell one of the eager 10 year
olds - who we had met and become
friends with during that time - that they
couldn't join the group as it was only
for 11-14 year olds. We tried to soften
the blow by always inviting them to
join in the service projects which the
junior youth organised. As much as
we wanted to hold children's classes
for these dear little souls, the two of
us running the group already felt our
energies stretched to capacity.

As time went on, one of the 17-year-old
brothers of the junior youth became
more and more involved with co-
animating the group and began the
process of training to become an
animator himself! This was remarkable
for a number reasons, as you can
imagine, but | feel it was particularly
special for the future of the children

of this neighbourhood. After just a

few months of starting the junior

youth group, the three of us who

were 'animating' were able to honestly
reflect and learn how to best move
forward. With Sami as a new animator,
| was now free to put my energies
elsewhere. While my heart longed to
be an animator and to start another
junior youth group, we could not help
but recognize the glaring need of that
neighbourhood to have a children's
class for the group of 10 year olds who
were already so committed and excited
about this process underway.

Holding a class for this group at

the same time and in the same
(large!) room as the junior youth
group emerged out of prayer and
consultation as a beautiful resolution
to our challenge of using human
resources effectively. We knew we
had to seize the opportunity and
channel the energy of these children.
Once this realisation began to take
shape and we met with the parents
and children to let them know that we
were now able to offer a class, other
questions gradually began to emerge:
What would be the purpose of this
class? How would it continue to be
organic and coherent with the other
activities in the neighbourhood? What
materials should be used? | realised
that | didn't know where to start and so
consulted agencies and individuals in
the cluster who had some experience
in this field. It became apparent that
the months which followed were to be
a wonderful opportunity to spiritually
prepare these children for when they
would turn 11 and become junior
youth themselves. For example, in our
first class we began by talking about
the word 'empowerment' and thinking
about what we needed to become
'spiritually empowered'. Through this
conversation we talked about how we
needed to develop certain virtues and
spiritual qualities to become spiritually
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stronger and serve society, and in this
way the first few lessons of Grade 1
fell into a context. | have found that

by using the materials in Grade 1, a
clear vision is given to this group as to
where they are going and what they
are working towards.

Having the class in the same space
and at the same time as the junior
youth group has meant that the
children are already involved in
service projects and have developed
friendships with the junior youth, and
a mutual exchange of what they have
learned in their respective groups
often takes place. We know that there
is still much to do and learn, but
through prayer for these young souls
and a consistent pattern of action,
reflection and consultation both with
the animator of the junior youth and
the parents of the children, as well as
the support and encouragement of the
cluster agencies, we are sure that the
spiritual roots of this neighbourhood
will continue to be strengthened.

For more information, please contact
Shirin at sbeheshti19@gmail.com

“Among the greatest

of all services that can
possibly be rendered by
man to Almighty God

is the education and
training of children,
young plants of the
Abha Paradise, so that
these children, fostered
by grace in the way of
salvation, growing like
pearls of divine bounty
in the shell of education,
will one day bejewel the
crown of abiding glory.”

Selections of the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Pp 133-4
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From the
Universal House
of Justice

Membership of
Continental Board of
Counsellors

24 June 2013 / 1 Rahmat 170 B.E.

We joyfully announce the appointment
of the following Continental
Counsellors to fill the vacancies
created by the recent appointments
to the International Teaching Centre:
in Africa Mrs. lharinirina Rakotomavo,
in the Americas Mrs. Sonlla Heern,

in Asia Dr. Nibras Sarmad Moqbel,
and in Europe Mrs. Raffaella Capozzi
Gubinelli and Miss Yevgeniya
Poluektova.

We are also happy to announce the
appointment of Mrs. Musonda Emily
Kapusa- Linsel to the membership of
the Continental Board of Counsellors
in Africa, filling a vacancy that was
created by the relocation of Mrs. Kini
Musalo Geoghegan to Europe. Mrs.
Geoghegan has earned our warm
gratitude for the contribution she has
made to the work of the Faith as a
Counsellor, and we pray for divine
confirmations to surround her as she
continues her valuable labours in other
fields of service to the Cause.

The Universal House of Justice

International Board of
Trustees of Huququ'llah
Membership

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
To All National Spiritual Assemblies
2 June 2013

We are happy to inform you of the
names of those who are to serve as
members of the International Board
of Trustees of Huguqu’llah for a
three-year term commencing in June
2013: Dr. Ramin Khadem, Mrs. Marzia

Rowhani-Dalal, and Mr . Rodrigo Tomas. We are profoundly grateful to Mrs. Sally
Foo, who was among those appointed to the International Board when it was
first established, for the devoted service she has rendered in her capacity as a

Trustee.

The Universal House of Justice

The Guardian's Resting Place

From the
National Spiritual
Assembly

Guardian's Resting Place
28 May 2013 / 12 Azamat 170 B.E.

Further to the National Spiritual
Assembly's letter dated 13 December
2012 detailing the work to be carried
out to restore and enhance the beauty
of the Guardian's Resting Place, we
are delighted to announce that a
contractor has been selected and

that work is set to commence on

the refurbishment of the monument
and surrounding enclosure in the
coming days. As described in the
above mentioned letter, this work will
also include the further beautification
of the Resting Place, including the
gardens, with the aim of increasing its
splendour. The cost of this first phase
of the work to beautify and restore the
entire site is £150,000.

Please note that, whilst the friends
will still be able to visit the cemetery

and areas surrounding the Resting
Place, access to the monument will not
be possible throughout the summer
months until the project is completed.
Your patience and understanding

in this respect are most deeply
appreciated.

The restoration and beautification of
this Sacred Spot is a most precious
privilege and responsibility for our
community to shoulder. The National
Assembly is deeply grateful for the
support that the community has
already offered-materially, financially,
and in effort and prayer-and we humbly
request your continued assistance to
ensure the successful completion of
this endeavour.

National Convention 2013
28 May 2013

In an environment permeated with
love and joy, more than 600 friends
gathered to participate in and observe
the National Convention over the past
weekend of 25-27 May in Chorley,
near Wigan. The consultations were
enriched this year not only by the

fresh release of infallible guidance
contained in the Ridvan message of
the Universal House of Justice, but
also by the inspirational film “Frontiers
of Learning”, and consideration of the
implications that the insights exhibited
therein have for the work of the friends
in clusters across the UK. Moreover,
all gathered had the great bounty to
partake of the guidance of Dr. Shirin
Fozdar-Foroudi, who attended as a
representative from the Continental
Board of Counsellors for Europe.

Her wise counsel greatly fortified the
deliberations and was deeply valued.

In a prayerful and reverent atmosphere,
the delegates fulfilled their sacred

duty to elect the National Spiritual
Assembly, the results of which are as
follows:

Kishan Manocha 75 votes
Shirin Tahzib 67 votes
Patrick O’Mara 63 votes
Barney Leith 59 votes
Fidelma Meehan 59 votes
Sara Talai 58 votes
Peter Hulme 48 votes
Vivien Craig 48 votes
Vafa Ram 37 votes

After the election, the National Spiritual
Assembly proceeded to elect its
officers for the coming year with the
following result: Chairman, Shirin
Tahzib; Secretary, Patrick O'Mara;
Treasurer, Vafa Ram; and Vice-
Chairman, Peter Hulme.

The deliberations of the Convention
were primarily focussed on the
means to advance clusters along

the continuum and how to establish
programmes of growth in those 20
clusters that are yet to reach that
stage. Great attention was also paid
to youth and how to help ensure the
success of the upcoming London
youth conference through encouraging
and accompanying young people,
both before and after the conference,
as they endeavour to develop their
capacities for meaningful service to
humanity.

The National Spiritual Assembly wishes
to take this opportunity to extend to
the friends in the UK its warmest love,

and assures you that it will, at its first
meeting, offer its fervent supplications
on behalf of the entire community

at the Resting Place of the beloved
Guardian.

Annual Report for the
year 2012-13

4 June 2013 / 19 Azamat 170 B.E.

The National Spiritual Assembly is
pleased to inform you of the availability
of its Annual Report for the year 2012-
13, which can be downloaded from the
website www.admin.bahai.org.uk.

The Annual Report reviews the
achievements and learning of the
Baha'i Community of the United
Kingdom during the last year. The
following are the main contents:

- Expansion and consolidation

o Introduction - advancing the process
of entry by troops

o The educational process

o Increasing the numbers of fresh
recruits into the Faith and those
engaged in the activities of the Plan

o Miscellaneous

o Challenges, learning and looking
ahead

Social action

Participation in the discourses of
society

Diplomatic relations

Other areas of endeavour and
highlights for the year

o Centenary celebrations for the visit
of 'Abdu'l-Baha

Universal House of Justice

The Institution of the Counsellors
National Spiritual Assembly
Guardian's Resting Place
Huguqu'llah

Communications: UKBah&'i

magazine and the administrative
website
o The individual, the institutions and

the community - evolving
relationships

O O O O O O

o Changes in Unit Convention
boundaries

o Pastoral care and chaplaincy
o National Library
- Financial report

- Concluding remarks

The National Assembly hopes

that a reading of this report will

be informative, encouraging and
inspiring to the efforts of all who labour
throughout the United Kingdom with
such love and diligence in the path of
service to Baha'u'llah.

National Spiritual
Assembly Meeting Dates
10 June 2013 / 6 Nur 170 B.E.

The National Assembly is pleased to
share with you its updated schedule
of meetings for the remainder of 2013
and 2014.

2013

20 - 22 September
25 - 27 October
29 November - 1 December

2014

10 - 12 January

21 - 23 February

28 - 30 March

9-11 May

13- 15 June

25 - 27 July

12 - 14 September

31 October - 2 November
12 - 14 December

In addition to the above, please note
that the next National Convention is
scheduled to take place from 25 - 27
April, and Unit Conventions in 2014
will take place over the weekend of

6 - 7 December. As you may already
be aware, Unit Convention this year
will take place over the weekend of 7-8
December.

As always, the National Spiritual
Assembly invites the dear friends
to forward the names of individuals
and institutions, as well as projects
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and activities, to the Assembly to be
remembered in its prayers. These
names will be included on the
Assembly's prayer list and will be
specifically remembered prior to its
regular Sunday morning devotional
held at each of its meetings.

The loving supplications of the friends
for confirmations and blessings to
attend the consultations of the National
Assembly throughout the year are
most deeply appreciated by the
Assembly.

In Memoriam 2013
10 June 2013 / 6 Nur 170 B.E.

The booklet "In Memoriam", which
recalls our beloved friends and fellow-
believers who passed to the Abha
Kingdom during the year 169, can be
downloaded from the website www.
admin.bahai.org.uk. In addition, a
very limited number of printed copies
are available to the friends on a 'first
come, first served' basis. If you would
like a printed copy, please write to the
National Baha'i Centre at nsa@babhai.
org.uk or 27 Rutland Gate, London,
SW7 1PD.

From the Table of
the National Spiritual
Assembly

19 June 2013/ 15 Nur 170 B.E.

Contents

Ridvan message and Frontiers of
Learning

London youth conference

Letter of the Universal House of Justice
on the subject of non-involvement in
partisan politics

Committees and Agency appointments
Unit Convention Resolutions
Registration of Baha’i Groups

Office of Public Affairs

Ridvan message and Frontiers of
Learning
The National Spiritual Assembly was

delighted to be joined by Counsellor
Shirin Fozdar-Foroudi, the Baha’i
Council for England and the Training
Institute Board for the United Kingdom
for an extensive study of the abundant
guidance that was recently released
from the Baha'i World Centre. This
included the 2013 Ridvan message

of the Universal House of Justice

and a document entitled “Insights

into Frontiers of Learning” that was
prepared by the International Teaching
Centre.

Our vision of the Plan was greatly
enriched through this consultation,
as we saw with even greater clarity
how the methods and instruments of
the Plan foster a potent “community-
building” process that leads us,
step-by-step, towards the New World
Order envisioned by Baha'u’llah. In
this context, fresh attention was given
to the ways and means to advance
the processes of growth in clusters
at various stages of development.
With eager anticipation, the National
Assembly is now also making plans
to consult in a similar vein with the
Regional Baha’i Councils of Northern
Ireland, Scotland and Wales about
advancing the clusters in their
respective regions.

London youth conference

Preparations for the London youth
conference, which holds a special
importance for the unfoldment of

the Plan in this part of Europe, are
continuing apace in consultation

with the Counsellors. Under the
guidance of the House of Justice, the
Assembly is considering such matters
as the training of the facilitators of the
workshops, the collection of media
material, the graceful integration of
the arts into the programme, and a
range of logistical matters. In this
connection, the Assembly is grateful
for the dedicated services of the
London Youth Conference Committee,
which is doing its utmost to bring the
House of Justice’s vision of the youth
conferences into reality.

Letter of the Universal House of
Justice on the subject of non-
involvement in partisan politics

The House of Justice released a highly
significant letter, dated 2 March, which

sets forth and contextualises the
Baha'i attitude towards politics. It is
addressed to the Bah@'’is of Iran, but
its content is relevant to the friends
everywhere. The National Assembly
benefited greatly from studying this
letter in session, and recommends that
all the friends, including those working
with the Iranian diaspora, should study
it in their cluster schools, deepenings
and other gatherings.

Copies of the letter were previously
distributed on NEWS in both English
and Persian, and they are also
available on the UK Bah&’i Downloads
website (admin.bahai.org.uk). If you
are not able to access the letter for
any reason, please feel free to write to
nsa@bahai.org.uk so that a copy can
be emailed to you.

Committees and Agency
appointments

As is the National Assembly’s annual
practice, it considered in April the
membership of all the committees
and agencies that serve the various
needs of the UK Bah&’i community
and made appointments accordingly.
In considering these appointments,
the National Assembly is mindful

of the exemplary services rendered

in so many fields of endeavour by

SO many souls, and that it is the
sacrificial outpouring of time, energy
and commitment, which are profound
expressions of love for Baha'u’llan,
that attract abundant confirmations
to the work of the Faith. The National
Assembly is deeply grateful to all
those who have, and who continue,
to offer their valuable services on the
Assembly’s committees and agencies.

Unit Convention Resolutions

The National Assembly receives

a great many Unit Convention
Resolutions each year, and
appreciates the thoughtfulness and
care that are invested in each one.
The resolutions from December 2012
are currently being considered by

the Assembly, and this process will
continue over the coming months. As
done in recent years, once a response
or line of action has been devised for
each resolution they will be announced
altogether to the community.

This same process is also used for
those resolutions that were passed at
National Convention.

Registration of Baha'i Groups

In accordance with the guidance of

the beloved Guardian, communities
with 2-8 believers are considered to

be a Bah&’i group. However, most

of the groups that exist in the UK

are not presently registered with

the National Assembly. Amongst
other things, registering as a group

will enable communities to receive
communications that are sent

from time to time to Local Spiritual
Assemblies and groups. For this
reason, the National Assembly decided
to warmly encourage as many groups
as possible to register, and recently
sent guidance on how to do so to all
those to whom this matter would apply.

Office of Public Affairs

Together with Dr. Fozdar-Foroudi, the
Assembly had a fruitful consultation
with the Core Team of the Office of
Public Affairs, which is the consultative
body that guides the strategy and
oversees the work of that Office.

Among the areas considered was the
campaign to mark the fifth anniversary
of the incarceration of the former
Yaran. The Assembly was delighted to
hear of the multi-faceted approach that
had been devised for this significant
anniversary, which included the public
presentation of an open letter to
Ministers of Government; parliamentary
and media outreach; efforts to secure
support from other religious leaders;
and an event to launch the volume
Prison Poems by Mahvash Sabet, one
of the former Yaran members.

The Office’s efforts to learn about
contributing to discourses at the
national level also received much
attention, and new strategies were
devised based on the experiences and
lessons garnered to date.

These are but a sample of the many
and diverse matters that the National
Assembly consults upon at its
meetings. It is a source of great joy to
serve such a dynamic, purposeful and
blessed community!

Feast Letter Kalimat 2013
13 July 2013 / 1 Kalimat 170 B.E.

To all believers in the United Kingdom
Dearly loved Co-workers,

We are passing through days of special importance for the advancement of the
spiritual and social well-being of the people of the United Kingdom, as friends
everywhere are engaged in reaching out to young people between the ages of 15
to 30 and inviting them to join in a "movement" that, using the "potent" "methods
and instruments of the Plan", is working "towards a better society". The upcoming
Youth Conference-taking place at Warwick University from 30 August to 1
September-is a pivotal moment in the efflorescence of this movement, as many
hundreds of youth will gather there "to reflect, to commit, to steel themselves for
a life of service". Registration for the conference is due to open imminently and,
such is the importance of the days and weeks to come, we wish to share with
you a few thoughts on the nature and purpose of this movement and to describe
some of its features.

A three-day gathering recently took place in Frankfurt under the auspices of

the Counsellors in Europe in order to train a number of facilitators, 14 of whom
will participate in the Youth Conference in the UK. These facilitators have now
returned to their homelands where they will each in turn train four other youth
from their area as additional facilitators. Each of these four additional facilitators
will aim to gather around them some 20 or so youth of all ages. The intention

is that this group of 20 youth will prepare for the conference together, register
for it together and perhaps even travel to it together. At the conference these
groups will be together, consult, study and reflect together and, after the event,
they will serve together in their clusters and neighbourhoods. Naturally, bonds of
fellowship, love and unity will build between the participants in each group such
that they will be able to support each other, care for each other and accompany
each other in every way. The aim is this:

"If a small number of people gather lovingly together, with absolute purity and
sanctity, with their hearts free of the world, experiencing the emotions of the
Kingdom and the powerful magnetic forces of the Divine, and being at one in
their happy fellowship, that gathering will exert its influence over all the earth.
The nature of that band of people, the words they speak, the deeds they do,

will unleash the bestowals of Heaven, and provide a foretaste of eternal bliss.
The hosts of the Company on high will defend them, and the angels of the Abha
Paradise, in continuous succession, will come down to their aid." (Abdu'l-Baha,
Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Baha, p. 80)

Thus, to begin arranging themselves in groups of youth as described above, we
ask the youth, and those working with them, to be in touch with their Auxiliary
Board members without delay, as they will be able to connect anyone attending
with their nearest facilitator. A list of Auxiliary Board members, their area of
service and their contact details, is enclosed. Please note that those attending are
encouraged to register together as a group, if this is possible.

We take this opportunity to assure parents that vigilant attention is being given to
assure the care and well-being of the participants throughout this process and at
the conference itself. In this regard, special care is being given to those attending
who are under 18. The youth will of course take responsibility for their own care
and well-being but, in addition, parents and guardians should feel assured that
every effort is being made to ensure the availability of appropriate supervision so
that all are safeguarded during the conference.

The National Spiritual Assembly has been deeply touched by the manner in which
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the world- embracing series of 114 youth conference has been guided by the Universal House of Justice, every feature of
which has been directed by that infallible Institution. The content and timing of the programme itself, as well as the workshop
materials that will be central to the event, have been prepared under its guidance and approval. Ours is now the task of
taking whatever steps we can, during the remaining fleeting days that proceed this momentous occasion, to reach out to as
many youth as possible in our neighbourhoods and wider circle of contacts, converse with them and find those souls who
wish to join with the Bah&'i community in actively working towards the betterment of society. That your efforts should be
divinely confirmed and rendered victorious is our ardent supplication to the Blessed Beauty.

Unit Convention Dates
2013 — Reminder
16 July 2013 / 4 Kalimat 170 B.E.

The National Spiritual Assembly wishes
to remind the friends that this year's
Unit Convention will be held in all parts
of the country over the weekend of 7-8
December 2013.

Please do ensure you have these dates
in your diary and keep this weekend
free. Institutions and individuals are
kindly requested not to plan any Baha'i
activities during this weekend, until the
specific date of the Unit Convention in
your area has been selected later on
this year. This will facilitate as many
friends as possible having the bounty
of participating in this important event
in the rhythm of Baha’i community life.

Further details regarding your
Convention will be sent to you by your
Unit’s host community in due course.

Baha'i involvement in
local inter faith activities
24 July 2013 / 12 Kalimat 170 B.E.

The Office of Public Affairs is keen to
learn more about the contribution that
Baha'is can make to local inter faith
activities in the United Kingdom and

to support, where possible, efforts in
this area. To this end, the Office would
be most grateful if those communities
which currently contribute to local inter
faith initiatives could submit a brief
report outlining the history, nature and
pattern of their involvement and send
this by email to opa@bahai.org.uk or
by hard copy to the address below.

Your kind assistance in this matter is
deeply appreciated.

From the Baha’i
Councils

Baha'i Council for
Northern Ireland —
membership

1 August 2013 / 1 Kamal 170 B.E.

The National Spiritual Assembly
wishes to inform you that, for personal
reasons, Mr. Denis Coyle has
requested to be relieved of service

on the Bah&'i Council for Northern
Ireland. The National Assembly has
accepted his request, and wishes to
express deep appreciation to Denis
for his years of devoted service on the
Council.

Miss Kathleen Holmlund will fill the
vacancy on the Council, and is warmly
welcomed into this role.

The National Assembly asks the friends
everywhere to remember the Regional
Baha'i Councils and their efforts to
advance the work of the Cause in their
prayers.

Message from Baha'i
Council for Scotland
1 July 2013 / 8 Rahmat 170 B.E.

The Bah&’i Council for Scotland is
delighted to announce the launch of
a new website www.scottishbahais.
org as the new official website for
the Scottish Bah&’i Community. The
website has been setup as part of
the National Assembly’s programme
to develop our web presence in the
UK and is intended to provide an
informative and attractive site which

encourages visitors to investigate
further and to make contact with their
local Baha’i community. Please feel
free to refer any contacts to visit the
site as appropriate. You will see that
under the Contact Us page there is a
map of Scotland with links to contact
details for a range of communities.

The Council would like to thank
everyone involved in setting up the
website and the Web Presence Task
Force of the National Assembly for
their loving guidance and support in
the process.

Update from Baha'i
Council for Wales
4 June 2013 / 19 Azamat 170 B.E.

The Council for Wales sends its love
and best wishes to all of you and
wishes to share some recent news
from its consultations.

At the last full Council meeting
Counsellor Shirin Fozdar, a
representative from the NSA, the
Regional Institute Coordinator and
Auxiliary Board Members, consulted
with the Council on the progress of the
Cause in Wales. Since the Regional
Festival in January at least 38 people
have signed up to study Ruhi book 5,
the animator training for junior youth
groups and there are plans to start
these groups in several clusters.

Goals for the next twelve months

The council is currently in the process
of making plans for the next year and
has set the following goals:-

. To ensure that the Junior Youth
Spiritual Empowerment Programme
is firmly established in Wales and that
there are at least three groups.

News/The Gift

. That there are at least two
neighbourhoods with 'intense activity'
in Wales

. That the West Wales Cluster is past
the first 'milestone'

These are goals that are seen to be
both achievable and challenging.

The Council is regularly consulting on
how it can best support and empower
the friends to enable these goals to
be reached and also on how best to
support all the friends in Wales in their
teaching work.

95 (+19) youth conferences

The Council has been consulting about
the forthcoming Youth Conference,
which is now confirmed to be held in
Warwick University, from 30th August

- 1st September. It is the Council's
hope that all the friends will be able

to respond to this call of the House

of Justice to find ways to invite those
young souls who already recognise

"in the methods and instruments of

the Plan potent means for movement
towards a better society". The Council
is also consulting about how to

help those youth who are already
committed to attending the conference
to reach out to youth in their wider
communities and to invite to contribute
to the Faith's community building
endeavour.

At this year’s national convention
there were some questions regarding
insurance cover for local or regional
Baha'i activities; normally Baha'i
activities and events are covered by an
insurance policy held by the National
Spiritual Assembly. The following
information regarding insurance cover
is provided for the friends who might
be responsible for a Baha'i activity or
event:

The business of the policy holder
(the NSA) is listed as the Promotion
of the Baha&’i Faith in the United
Kingdom. Normal Bah@'’i activities
are listed, including 19 Day Feasts,

Early stages of the restoration and renovation work in progress at the Resting Place of
Shoghi Effendi.

Holy Day meetings, community
gatherings, study circles, children’s
classes, devotional meetings, junior
youth activities, residential schools
and devotional or prayer meetings.
Exhibitions, Conference and Concert
providers and facilitators are covered,
as are school, property and land
owners.

If a community or committee or an
individual hires a hall or other facility
they may be asked for proof of Public
Liability cover. A certificate of this cover
can be forwarded on request from
finance@bahai.org.uk.

If you are holding an event that
involves a potentially high risk activity
please contact the Finance Department
in good time so that the insurers can
be notified and guidance sought as to
whether particular precautions should
be taken or whether the event may be
considered too risky.

The National Assembly's policy
has a Public Liability section which
covers against negligence at Baha'i

events. This is not accident cover; if
someone falls and is hurt there is no
coverage unless negligence can be
proven.

Local Assemblies that own their
centres have their property insured
within the National Spiritual Assembly's
policy covering building and contents.

Should any major alterations or
purchases be made that are likely to
affect the sums insured, the Finance
Department should be contacted to
ensure adequate cover is maintained
at all times. In the event of a claim,
whether it be damage to property

or contents the Finance Office will
arrange for claim forms and guidance
about how to proceed. The Insurers
need to be kept informed of all times
about any changes in circumstances
affecting the property, i.e. taking a
tenant, or the property being left empty
for a period of time, etc.

This is an example of an expense that
is met by the national fund.
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Baha’i World
Centre Staffing
Needs

17 May 2013 / 1 Azamat170 B.E.

There is an ongoing need at the
Baha’i World Centre for individuals
who possess the relevant training
and experience to fill the following
positions:

Painter and Plasterer
Welder/Metal Fabricator
Accountant/Auditor
Assistant to the Senior Staff
Residential Property Liaison
Information Analyst
Carpenter

Maintenance Technician
Recruiter

Translators (Persian, French, English,
Arabic)

Systems Architect

Solution Architect

Project Manager

Portfolio Manager

Department Interface/Business Analyst
Data Centre Analyst

Systems Administrator

Service Desk Analyst

Service Desk Support

Network Engineer

Database Administrator
Applications Analyst
Applications Engineer
Information Security Specialist

To find out about other needs for staff,
or if you would like to find out how

to offer service, visit the Offering to
Serve website or contact the Office of
Personnel via email serve@bwc.org

Custodian of
the National
Hazlratuw’l-Quds

8 August 2013 / 8 Kamal 170 B.E.

To all believers in the United Kingdom

Custodian of the National Haziratu’l-
Quds:

The custodian is responsible for
maintaining high standards of
cleanliness and beauty in the premises
and for assisting with the operations
of the facilities within the building.
The custodian is also responsible

for fostering a warm, courteous and
hospitable atmosphere for those
serving and for those visiting. As such
the role requires one to have a caring
and loving attitude combined with the
ability to take initiative in the day-to-
day maintenance of the building. The
role also requires proven skills in the
management and maintenance of
property. Good communication skills
and an ability to work with people are
essential in order to train and co-
ordinate the services of volunteers. It
would be highly advantageous if the
post-holder has the ability to carry out

minor repair and maintenance work.

Dear friends, as you are aware, the
primary function of the National
Haziratu’l-Quds is to serve as the seat
of the National Spiritual Assembly

and the administrative centre of the
Faith in the United Kingdom. The
Universal House of Justice have told
us that for this community its function
also includes serving “as the central
spiritual home of the British Baha'i
community” and “as a rallying point
for the friends and a centre of unity.”
Further, they advise that it is a “point
towards which the friends would
naturally gravitate when they visit
London, both British Baha'is and those
from overseas.” With London having a
position as an important international
centre, the premises have a vital
additional dimension as “a place in
which eminent visitors, representatives
of the medial and the general public
can be received.” The building,
therefore, plays an important part in
the life of the community and the role
of the custodian is central to this.

This is a 3-days a week, part time
position. This is a paid position and a
salary is being offered by the National
Assembly to enable the successful
candidate to carry out this service.
However, as with all service to the
Faith, it may be done on a voluntary
or part-voluntary basis also. The initial
service period is two-years, subject to
review at the end of the period.

Individuals who would like to apply for
this post are asked to kindly submit a
copy of their Curriculum Vitae, together
with a letter sharing their reason for
applying for this service to the National
Spiritual Assembly of the Bahd'is of

the UK, 27 Rutland Gate, London SW7
1PD, or by email to nsa@bahai.org.uk

The National Assembly ardently
hopes that Baha’is from far and wide
will offer to take up this important
service position. Please share this
communication with those who may
not have access to NEWS.

With loving Baha'i greetings,

Patrick O’Mara
Secretary
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..print on paper remains a key
way of both spreading the Faith
to seekers and deepening it in the
Believers.

...they can be put to use to enhance
the knowledge of the Friends and
hence their ability to teach

Book Review

The Life of the Bab

The Life of Baha'u'llah
The Life of '‘Abdu'l-Baha
The Life of the Guardian

By Helena Hastie
Published by Warwick Baha'i Bookshop

It is easy to forget in this world of Internet access, wireless
connectivity, and e-books that print on paper remains a key
way of both spreading the Faith to seekers and deepening
it in the Believers. This is true not just in less technically
advanced parts of the world but here also. Electronics,
economics, falling standards of functional literacy, and
changes in popular culture have not yet killed off the written
word - as with Mark Twain, reports of its death are greatly
exaggerated.

So what about these four little titles?

Each of the four little books — booklets, really - in the set
packs in quite a lot of information in simple reading style as
well as a number of illustrations that help to set their subject
in the appropriate time and place and so bring them more
alive. They’re not a substitute for more detailed and larger
accounts nor are they meant to be, but they have a number
of niches into which they can fit, ways in which they can be
put to use to enhance the knowledge of the Friends and
hence their ability to teach. Indeed they can be put to direct
use in this. These ideas are offered in the spirit of practical
suggestion (always better than mere exhortation):

e Although the target readership is adults, especially those
who would not normally pick up a large book, younger
readers can also benefit. | have no doubt they can also be
used with older children.

e Enquirers who want to know more about the Faith
and its Central Figures but are not ready to sit down with
more substantial histories will gain a lot and hopefully be
motivated to want to learn more.

* They can be useful not just for non-habitual readers but
for those for whom English is not their first language.

* They make a useful source of crib-notes for those who
have been asked to say a few words at something like a
holy day event.

In other words they’re a handy set of little books to own,
and would also make a nice but useful potential gift to other
Baha'is.

IP

Notices and Information

If you are a Baha’i adult or youth
who resides in Iran and are deciding
whether to stay in Iran or leave that
country, or if you are an Iranian Bah&’i
residing outside of Iran and are
considering visiting that country or
moving to or returning permanently to
that country, the National Assembly
asks that you contact the National
Office so that we can share with you
some important guidance that you
need to be aware of.

Please email: nsa@bahai.org.uk or
telephone: +44 (0) 207 5842566.
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Visiting or Relocating to
an Arab Country?

Baha’is who plan to visit or relocate
to an Arab country of the Middle East
or North Africa should contact the
National Office for guidance regarding
travel to the Arab region.

Wedding Plans?

Please contact your nearest Local
Spiritual Assembly for guidance and
assistance well in advance of your
wedding date.

To obtain or renew a CRB/DBS
Disclosure please contact:
osc@bahai.org.uk

Information

National Spiritual Assembly of the
Baha'is of the UK

27 Rutland Gate,
LONDON, SW7 1PD

Tel: 020 7584 2566
Fax: 020 7584 9402
Email: nsa@bahai.org.uk

Secretary,
Mr Patrick O’Mara
Email: nsa@bahai.org.uk

Secretary of External Affairs,
Dr Kishan Manocha
Email: kishan.manocha@bahai.org.uk

Treasurer,
Mr Vafa Ram
Email: treasurer@bahai.org.uk

Office of Public Affairs
Tel: 020 7590 8786

Email: opa@bahai.org.uk

Membership/Records
Email: records@bahai.org.uk

Office Hours

0930 - 1730 hrs week days.
Bookshop closes at 16.30

NEWS

is the official channel for electronic
communications between the National
Spiritual Assembly, its offices and
agencies, and the Baha’is of the United
Kingdom.

To subscribe to NEWS please email:
news.admin@bahai.org.uk

National and
International Funds of
the Faith

All donations for national and
international funds and enquiries:

National Spiritual Assembly of the
Bah&'’is of the UK,

Finance Department,

27 Rutland Gate,

London, SW7 1PD

Tel: 020 3051 5733
Fax: 020 3051 5734
Email: finance@bahai.org.uk

Cheques should be made payable to
“NSA of the Bah&’is of the UK”

Hugquq'ullah Payments

Enquiries concerning payments can
be directed to the Finance Office as
above.

Cheques should be made payable to
“NSA of the Baha'’is -Huquq”

Regional Board of
Trustees of Huquq'ullah
for Ireland and the UK

Parvin Morrissey

Email: parvin@pmorrissey.co.uk
Tel: 0178 647 4498

Mobile: 0796 643 5474

Baha'i Councils

Baha'i Council for England

Secretary,
David Smith
Email: bce@bahai.org.uk

Baha'i Council for Northern Ireland

Secretary,

Soha Graham

Email: bcni@bahai.org.uk

Website: www.bahaicouncil-ni.org.uk

Baha'i Council for Scotland

Secretary,
Wendy Borrill
Email: bcs@bahai.org.uk
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UK Information

Bahd'i Council for Wales Visits to Special Places

Secretary,
Tracey Roberts-Jones
Email: bew@bahai.org.uk Pilgrimage and Other Visits to the Holy Land
Training Institute Board for the UK 777
Secretary, To apply for a full pilgrimage or a 3 day visit, please either write directly to Office
Sahar Tahzib of Pilgrimage, Bah&’i World Centre, PO Box 155, 31001 Haifa, Israel or email:
Email: tibuk@bahai.org.uk pilgrimage@bwc.org.
You can also apply online at: www.pilgrimage.bahai.org. & i y 1 : " i d | Pl . —

For visits to Israel for other purposes, Bah&’is should write for permission to the
Universal House of Justice at the above address or email: secretariat@bwc.org
Restng Place of Shoghi Effendi, London . .
__Itis preferred that you apply at least one month ahead, giving the names of all

| Baha'is travelling, postal and email address as well as detailing the purpose and
expected date of the visit.

Resting Place of Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the
Bahd'i Faith

New Southgate Cemetery,
Brunswick Park Road,
London N11 1JJ.

Opening Hours: 09.00 - 17.00.
Nearest Tube station: Arnos Grove on the Piccadilly line — about 40 minutes from
central London.

_ National Spiritual Assembly-Meeting 20 -'22 September
European Baha'i House of Worship — Germany - .
........................................................................................................................ Birthday of the Bab 20 October
Baha’i-Haus Der Andacht, Eppsteiner Str. 95, D-65719, Hofheim-Langenhain, National Spiritual Assembly Meeting
Germany. ] . -
Tel 149 6192 901677 Birthday of Baha’u’llah
- Fax: +49 6192 901678 Day of the Covenant
The editorial Email: biz@bahai.de
committee of UKBaha'i For travel details visit: www.bahai.de/haus-derandacht/wegbeschreibung/ Ascension of "Abdu’l-Baha 28 November
WISheS' in line The Sunday devotionals take place at 3pm in the National Haziratu'l-Quds and the National Spiritual ASSGmbW Meeting """"""""""""""""" . 29 November - 1 December
with the guidance Visitors and Information Centre and Book Store are open as usual. - -
of the National | \ _ Unit Convention 7 - 8 December
Spiritual Assembly, /S[R3 3) y E -

to encourage the

readership to access Subscribing to NEWS hopes that the number of subscriptions can be significantly
this publication online, increased. If you have email access and would like to

. The National Spiritual Assembly is looking at ways to subscribe to NEWS, please send an email quoting your UK
and to unsubscribe improve its communication with the friends and, in Bah&'i ID number to: news.admin@bahai.org.uk

particular, how best to share information with the whole
community quickly and reliably. To assist in this process,
the Assembly would like to warmly encourage those
believers who have not already done so to make use of its
electronic mail NEWS service by subscribing to it.

from receiving the hard
copy.

Website address:
admin.bahai.org.uk

It is hoped in this way that many more of the friends will
be able to receive in a timely fashion urgent news items,
guidance on the Five Year Plan, the electronic copy of
UKBah&'’i, information on events, schools and pioneering
opportunities and other matters of national interest which
Currently, less than half of the adult believers in the United the National Assembly and its agencies regularly post on
Kingdom subscribe to NEWS, and the National Assembly NEWS.
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Elements of a Cluster’s Intensive

Program of Growth

What is a Reflection Meeting?

‘Key to the progress of an intensive program of growth is the phase dedicated
to reflection, in which the lessons learned in action are articulated and
incorporated into plans for the next cycle of activity. Its principal feature is the
reflection meeting - as much a time of joyous celebration as it is of serious
consultation.. Meetings of reflection will have to be held periodically in order to
monitor progress, maintain unity of thought and mobilize the energies of the
friends.’ (The Universal House of Justice, letter dated 27 Dec 2005)

What is an Expansion Phase?

‘The expansion phase, often a period of two weeks, demands the highest level
of intensity. Its objective is to widen the circle of those interested in the Faith,
to find receptive souls and to teach them. Although this phase might include
some element of proclamation, it should not be seen as a time to hold a few
events for this purpose or to undertake a set of activities that merely convey
information. Experience suggests that the more closely teaching approaches
and methods are aligned with the capacity acquired from the study of the
institute courses the more rewarding the results.” - (The Universal House of
Justice, 27 Dec 2005)

What is the Consolidation Phase?

‘One of the primary objectives of this next phase is to bring a percentage

of the new believers into the institute process so that an adequate pool of
human resources will be available in future cycles to sustain growth. Those
not participating in study circles are nurtured through a series of home Vvisits,
and all are invited to devotional meetings, to the celebration of the Nineteen
Day Feast and to Holy Day observances and are gradually introduced to the
patterns of community life. Not infrequently, the consolidation phase gives rise
to further enrolments as the family members and friends of new declarants
accept the Faith.

In other clusters, enrolments during the expansion phase may not be high,
especially in the first few cycles, and the goal is to augment the number of
those willing to participate in core activities. This, then, defines the nature
of the consolidation phase, which largely involves nurturing the interest

of seekers and accompanying them in their spiritual search until they are
confirmed in their faith. To the extent that these measures are vigorously
followed, this phase can generate a considerable number of enrolments.

It should be noted, however, that as learning advances and experience is
gained, the ability not only to teach responsive souls, but also to identify
segments of the general population with heightened receptivity, develops,
and the totality of new believers increases from cycle to cycle.’ (The Universal
House of Justice, 27 Dec 2005)

Front Cover Photo | Facilitators for the Youth
Conference preparing for their joyous tasks.
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